410 Main Street, East Berlin 
1775 


Josiah Wilcox (1750-1835), co-founder of East Berlin 
Mill which performed carding & spinning to make 
wool & cotton thread which neighbors wove into 
blankets & cloth. He also made fine apple cider at a 
distillery south of his house, Revolutionary war 
soldier, 

& Elizabeth Treat (1750-1775) 

& Huldah Savage (1752-1816) 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 098 


1775 Josiah Wilcox current owner: George Lawlor 


Josiah Wilcox House 


19. (continued) : 


Josiah Wilcox was one of the founders of the East Berlin Mill, which 
performed carding and spinning to make wool and cotton thread. This 
thread was put out on a cottage industry basis to neighboring house- 
holds where it was woven into blankets and cloth. Wilcox was also 
well-regarded, at least in some quarters, for his fine cider brandy, 
which he produced in great quantity in a distillery once located just 
south of this house. Berlin historian Catherine North judged the 
business "almost disreputable." 


Sketch 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1775 current owner: Sean & Terry Mahoney 


Genealogy 


Josiah Wilcox (1750-1835) son of Daniel Wilcox & Sarah White. In 1773 he married Elizabeth Treat 
(1750-1775) daughter of Stephen & Miriam Treat. In 1777 he married Huldah Savage (1752-1816) 
daughter of John Savage Jr & Martha Beckley. They had children: Olive, Lemuel, Lyman, Lynda, Huldah, 
and Hepsibah. He was a Revolutionary war soldier. They are buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 


Catharine north’s grandparents —see next page 


Catharine North’s grandparents — see page 99 


feerersoce oF Leere sem Meneee Wacon om Baer Meacee 
ee ee 


‘““GranpMa HvcLpan”™ 
Mrs. Reuben North 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDIN 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 

The Josiah Wilcox House has a five-bay facade with a central entry. The 

3 trabeated and sidelit entry has plain pilasters, a wide plain frieze 
2 and a molded cap. The heavy paneled door has Victorian hardware. Win- 
5 dows are fitted with old 6-over-6 sash; facade windows are paired and 
L offset towards the corners of the house. Second-floor windows are 
Fs located immediately under the eaves. There are plain corner boards 
& and a hewn overhang across the gable ends. The molded cornice has a 
o partial return at the front only; there is a small central chimney 
w on the ridgeline. The left elevation has a small garage and porch 


extension. To the rear is an old one-story shed-roofed extension and 
ac. 1900 porch. 


This house is architecturally significant as a good example of an 18th- 
century central chimney house. An adaptation of traditional English 
building methods to a land rich in wood and stone, these houses de- 
pended on the amount of heat that could be stored in their massive 
stone and brick chimneys to ward off the cold of New England winters. 
Typical 18th-century features present here include the symmetrical 
five-bay facade, the hewn overhangs, the paired offset windows, the 
location of the second-floor windows under the eaves, and the ridge- 
parallel orientation. The trabeated entry is a Greek Revival treatment 
reflecting c. 1830 alterations. ese 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Photographic and documentary evidence’ indicates that this house was 
probably built by Josiah Wilcox about 1779. In 1771, (continued) 


North, pp. 98-99 
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Josiah Wilcox House 


19. (continued) : 


Josiah Wilcox was one of the founders of the East Berlin Mill, which 
performed carding and spinning to make wool and cotton thread. This 
thread was put out on a cottage industry basis to neighboring house- 
holds where it was woven into blankets and cloth. Wilcox was also 
well-regarded, at least in some quarters, for his fine cider brandy, 
which he produced in great quantity in a distillery once located just 
south of this house. Berlin historian Catherine North judged the 
business "almost disreputable." 


